Wheelock Town Plan

July 2008

Adopted August 13, 2008




Table of Contents

(a1 To (U To1 (0] o AR 1
[ L1 (] A Lo 1o o TS (o ol L=t o TN o1 USSR 2
(0T TR 4
IS0 = LT =TSSR 4

I 13 T - 5
oYY gL - g 1o L0 £ 6
(0T L 7
SETALEGIES ..ttt etttk sttt b ettt btk b kb ek R b bR E e R R £ R E e R e E AR Rt E e bbbt bbb ren e 8
LU o 0] =LA OO TSSOSO PP PTP OO PPTRPRIO 10
Other Transportation INFIASTIUCTUIE .........eiiiee ettt bbbt b e bbb s nn s 11
LT L= (0 TR 11

F N L4 010 £SO ST U UR USRI 11

(@3 o] 172 TSRS 11
ATV AN SNOWIMODIIE USE ....oiiviiiiii ittt ettt ettt e bt e s bt s s b e e s be s s sb b e sbe s s sbbessbesssbasesbesssbasssbesssraeesbesases 11
T LA eto [0 [ o o F O TR 11
70T L 12

RS L 1 S PTSS 12

L L =TS VLo I = Vo 1 1= 13
BLECTITCILY ..ttt bbb bbbt b bbb b E b bt E bbb R R R R R e R bt e R bRt b e n s 13

T L Lo BTN TR 13
[CT0T: | SRR 14
=Ll =TSRSS PS PP 14
10 110 VAT £ ) (TR 15
(ST Lo 0] g [0 [ (0] SRR 15
10 [T 15
1= LT =TSSR 15
(O 01 (o [ O T TR 16
oYY LA oto] [0 1o o 16
707 I 16
Town Hall, Town Clerk's Office, and TOWN GAIrage ........ueueruerieriireriesieseniesieseesieseesresieseeseeseesseseessessessessesseenseses 16

g EET = LA o0 [0 [ (0] RSP TPR 17
[CToT: | [P TRTTRRTTRRR 17
=Ll =TSPTSRO 17
T O 1 1oL T TSR 18
(0= 40 1=1 (<] (=TSRRI 18
(00110104 [T a1 o7 Lo T4 TR 18
Ty LA eto [0 1 o IO 18
10 [T 19
S5 (=7 Y2 19
EIMEIGENCY SEIVICES ...eivviieiiitiiteseetee e et st e s te s e e te e e e e ee st e s tesaeeteeseen s e e et e s beaRe e R e eseesee s eeneenEeaReeEeeneeneeneenbeseeaneareaneeneeneens 19
T 19
EMErgenCY MEMICAI SEIVICES .....ccuiiiiiitiiieiiete ettt b et bt bbb bbbt bbb bbb ab et eens 20
0] FTot TR 20
EMErgenCy MaNagEMENT .........oiiiiiiei ittt e bbbt b e r b 20

Y [T Lot B (o] L TR 22
(e A Ao 0] [0 [ (0] SRR 22
(10T TSRO 22
1= LT =TSSR 22
g TCT ()Y - T OSSR 23
oYY LA ot0] [0 L0 23
0T 24



[CT0T: | SRR 29
=Ll =TSRSS PSRP 29
[0 (0o 1110 (TSRO 30
(10T | SRR 32

] L L=T0 Y PRSP PTVRPURTRN 32
AdJACENT COMMUNITIES ....veviiiiireieitcie et ste et s b te st e e te e e e st e sa et e besbesteeReesee e et e seeabeabeeReeR s e e enbeseesbentesneereeseeneeses 33
T LA eto [0 [ o o F RS 33

] 13 15T Lo 33

(T 141 oo o 34

0] =1 1o I 35
(DT 1 V71 [T 35
(0o (o] T ST ST OSSOSO ST P TS U PP POPR PP 35

] 11 (0] o FO O 36
(10T | SRR 36
=Ll =TSRSS 37
WHEELOCK PLANNING COMMISSION 2006 SURVEY .....ooiiitiiiiii ittt ettt sbt s svas vt s svae v s 38
Y =T 1T O PSP PP PP PPRTN 42
EXiSting and PropoSEA LANAUSE .........cviiveiieiiieie et steste e e et e st et et stestesseesae e et e see st e steaseesae e enbestesresresneeseenenes 42
Residential and COMMEICIAl LANGUSE ........ccocveiiiiie ittt ettt sttt s st te s st e s s be s sabe s s bessabesssbessabesasbeesabesan 43

Transportation, Education, Utilities and FACTHTIES ........ccccveierieieiire e 44



WHEELOCK TOWN PLAN

July, 2008

Introduction

A town plan is a guide for growth. The Wheelock town plan describes current
conditions, identifies needs, shares goals for the future and suggests strategies to guide
actions. Vermont Statute, Title 24, Section 4382 defines what must be included in a
town plan and the process for adoption. The law requires the plan to address the
following areas: land use, housing, utilities and facilities, transportation, energy,
adjacent communities, educational facilities, a statement of objectives for the above,
and a program for implementation.

In and of itself, the town plan is not a regulatory document. However, in
combination with Act 250, Section 248 (the public service board), and/or local
regulations such as zoning and/or subdivision regulations, the town plan could be seen
as having some regulatory impact.

The Wheelock Planning Commission is made up of five citizens appointed by the
selectboard and one selectboard member. Roger DeKett serves as Chairman of the
Planning Commission. Other Planning Commission members are Fred Bishop, Marc
Brown, Dennis Sawyer, Carol Rossi, and Beverly Winslow.

The Planning Commission began work on this plan in March, 2006. Meeting
monthly, the committee reviewed the prior plan, developed and distributed to the
residents/taxpayers in Wheelock a survey regarding the above required elements,
tabulated data from the survey, reviewed the plans of other communities, consulted with
NVDA, and wrote the current town plan. Commission members spent a great deal of
time reviewing the responses to the survey and wrote the town plan to reflect the views
and hopes of the 222 people responding.

The policies, objectives, and programs used to guide the town planning process
are discussed in each section of the plan along with strategies to guide future actions.

The Wheelock Planning commission members wish to thank the community for
their support and vital input. The Wheelock Planning commission would also like to
thank Don Bredes for his editorial assistance and Victoria Turnbaugh for her efforts
while serving as a commission member.



History and Historic Resources

Wheelock has the distinction of being the only town in Vermont ever chartered to
an out-of-state organization. Eleazar Wheelock contracted with Abraham Morrill of
Danville, Vermont, to recruit tenants for the lands in Wheelock and to supervise the
development of the community. After his first survey of the land in Wheelock, Morrill
wrote the Reverend Wheelock, “I would inform you that on viewing the Town, | find it not
S0 good as was expected that there is some mountains in the middle and towards the
westerly part of said Town and that a considerable of the other part is Dark and swampy
land and unfit for settlements” (Town of Wheelock: Vermont’s Gift to Dartmouth
College).

Despite this discouraging report, Wheelock grew from a population of 33 in 1790
to more than 60 in 1794. The tenants of the town continued to pay rentals and provide
significant funds to Dartmouth College through the mid-1800s; however, this
relationship was not all positive. Morrill’'s letter suggests that as early as 1794 the
residents felt some discontent about putting work into land to which they had no title. In
1799, four residents of Wheelock petitioned the Assembly of the State of Vermont to
void the original grant and charter, "as one half of which was granted for the use and
benefit of Moor's Charity School, which did not at the time of said grant, or any other
time, exist..." (Town of Wheelock: Vermont’s Gift to Dartmouth College). The suit ended
when the Vermont legislature confirmed the original grant and charter. One undisputed
benefit to the town's status was that the tenants did not have to pay state taxes.

The first major commercial and public buildings were constructed along the
County Road, which had been designed to become the "boulevard of the town."
(Vermont Place Names: Footprints of History). The County Road entered Wheelock
from North Danville, passed through what was later called South Wheelock and through
Piperville and Ramsey Corner into the neighboring town of Sheffield. Each year for the
town’s Fourth of July celebration, the men of the town cut down a tamarack tree from
Ramsey Corner to serve as the Liberty Pole. (Town of Wheelock: Vermont's Gift to

Dartmouth College).



Selectmen approved a petition to establish a village in Wheelock Hollow in 1830.
Erastus Fairbanks began an independent business venture in Wheelock, running the
first store in Wheelock Hollow. Later, he founded the original Fairbanks Scale Works in
St. Johnsbury. Wheelock was on the stage and mail route between Boston and
Montreal.

Small businesses and homes were built along Miller's Run River to take
advantage of the water as a source of power. “The story of these millsites and water
privileges in the village is a complicated and changing one. The fact that this part of the
town had first been a part of Sheffield and was apportioned to Wheelock, so that the
later could have better water-power, gave rise to the saying that ‘Wheelock got
Sheffield’s boot and it was a good piece of town cobbling” (Town of Wheelock:
Vermont's Gift to Dartmouth College).

Four dams were built on Miller's Run in Wheelock Hollow. The first was the site
of a cabinet shop, the second the site of the original grist mill. On the north side of the
stream at the third dam stood a tannery and a woolen factory. The fourth dam was the
site of a carding and cloth dressing mill.

By 1842, Wheelock had 12 school districts, three saw mills, one gristmill, one
fulling mill, one store, 264 horses, 1,272 cattle, 4,787 sheep and 881 habitants. The
1860 census shows a slight drop in population but also the addition of a tavern, meeting
house, law office, starch factory, two blacksmith shops, and two shoe stores.

Today, Wheelock has a general store, an organic hog farm, a handful of home-
based small businesses, and no school within town limits. Wheelock is residential
community made up almost entirely of single-family homes. Most residents commute to
other towns for employment.

A strong sense of community showed itself when Wheelock celebrated its 200™
anniversary in 1976. Festivities included a parade, hayrides to historic sites, good food,
and community activities. Since then, traditional annual community events such as
Field Day, the Chicken Pie Supper, and the Christmas party have ceased. The lack of
volunteerism concerns the members of the Sheffield/Wheelock Volunteer Fire
Department, whose average age is 56.



Wheelock has lost several significant historic buildings and seen others moved to
new locations. The town hall now stands on the site of a former church. The South
Wheelock Church has been moved miles from its original site. There are no buildings
remaining at Piperville or Ramsey Corners. Wheelock was at one time well known for
its Caledonia Mineral Spring. Visitors came to Wheelock to drink from the sulfur spring
for the water’s purported medicinal value. Many stayed at the Caledonia Spring House,
a brick hotel on the main street of the village, which was dismantled and removed in
1994.

Eighty-nine percent of the property owners responding to the Town Planning
Commission's survey said the town should identify and preserve Wheelock’s historic

assets.

Goal
e The town wants to preserve historic buildings and assets that provide a reference

and insights into the town's history for the education of townspeople,

schoolchildren, and visitors.

Strategies
e Encourage the selectmen and private land owners to maintain buildings and

assets of historic significance, such as the town hall.
e Create an inventory of properties and assets of historic significance.
e Encourage formation of a town historical society to help identify and preserve the

photographs, stories, and history of the town.



Land Use

The Town of Wheelock consists of 25,478 acres and is divided by a north-south
chain of intermittent mountains that are part of a larger chain extending from Sutton to
Walden in Caledonia County. To the east of the mountains lie most of the primary
agricultural lands and the better road network. This area is the most densely populated
and comprises the most open land in the town. To the west of the mountains much of
the land is managed for forestry, wildlife, and recreation.

Three major water courses run through the town. The larger two are Miller’s
Run, adjacent to Route 122, which is about 1.6 miles long, and the Lamoille River along
Route 16, which is about 1.4 miles long. The smallest of the three is the South
Wheelock Branch, which runs for approximately 5 miles adjacent to the South Wheelock
and Stannard Mountain roads. There are small flood zones along the South Wheelock
Branch, although none of these appear on the FEMA flood zone maps. The FEMA
flood zone maps show that the courses of the Miller's Run and the Lamoille Rivers fall
into zone A, special flood hazard area.

Ridgelines constitute an aesthetic benefit to the town, but they also may offer
advantageous sites for wind energy and communication towers. The use of ridgeline
sites for communications and wind energy towers has become a controversial issue.
Although for now there are no wind tower projects foreseen and only one existing
communication tower, proper management of the ridgelines will require the town to
consider the needs of the entire town and of the surrounding communities.

Since its founding, Wheelock has contained many small farms. Today, a small
number of specialized farms grow hay or vegetables. There is one swine farm. The
town's sense of connection to the land and desire for open fields and pasture are
strong. Retaining the rural character of the town is important.

Soil types play a significant role in determining the viability of any type of land
use. Soils that are the most desirable for farming exist on land that is typically the most
desirable for both commercial and residential development. Soil maps for the entire

town are available. These maps can help identify areas that may be prone to flooding.



Good planning will require the town to balance the desire to preserve farmland while
serving the need for continued residential development.

Forest land plays a critical part in promoting regional tourism, recreation, and
hunting, activities that stimulate state and local economies. Forests now cover about
70 percent of Wheelock. These lands offer many benefits, from wildlife habitat to
commercial uses that provide valuable local jobs. The vigor of forest growth makes this
resource less threatened than open agricultural land. The working forests provide local
jobs for loggers, truckers, and sawmill workers. The town is increasingly concerned
about the long-term negative effects of unmanaged use of forest lands, such as
increased run-off, the degradation of forest health, and certain negative aesthetic
impacts.

Most of the town consists of residential land use. About 2500 acres is public
land. This includes the Steam Mill Brook Wildlife Management area on Wheelock and
Ide Mountains, and Mathewson State Forest in the northeast part of the town. There
are a few landowners with large tracks of land managed for forestry. These areas are
located on or in close proximity to the mountains in the town. The remoteness of these
areas along with the lack of a road network makes these lands prime for conservation
efforts.

The little commercial development in town is located mainly along Vermont
Route 122 in the northern part of the town. This is the best road network in the town
and is therefore the most logical place for commercial development. Please refer to the
Existing and Proposed Landuse Map and also the Residential and Commercial Landuse

Map for a more detailed look at these areas.

Present Land Use
e Approximately 2500 acres of the town consists of public lands. These areas

include Mathewson State Forest in the northern tip of the town and the Steam
Mill Brook Wildlife Management Area on Wheelock and Ide mountains.

e Nearly 600 acres are above 2500 feet. Special state land use restrictions apply
to these areas. Deer wintering areas cover the extreme western end of the town

and comprise about 3800 acres.



e About 700 acres in the town are actively farmed.

e Approximately 70 percent of the town is forested.

e There is little or no commercial development in the town.

e Most of the town's dwellings are single-family houses with acreage holdings of
less than 50 acres.

e About 20 percent of the landowners are in the state's Current Use Program.
About 10,800 acres are enrolled.

e The town has no zoning.

Goals
The town wants to:

e Preserve the rural nature of the town while promoting agricultural activity,
professional home-based businesses, and a communications network.

e Assure that land use and development do not strain municipal facilities and
services.

e Assure that moderate-to-large developments provide and maintain their own
access to water and sewer and their own roads.

e View agricultural activity and the natural resources as major benefits. Prime
farmland and significant natural resources should not be significantly diminished
by development.

e Maintain the diversity and vitality of the cultural, residential, and economic center.

e Protect natural and historical assets throughout the town, such as the sulphur
springs, cemeteries, town hall, and the lands around them.

e Explore the possibility of creating a park and viewing area of the falls on Miller's
Run in the village. This enhancement would probably require relocating the town
garage.

e Recommend that industrial and commercial development be limited and
restricted to areas where road access and sewage disposal are safe and

feasible.



Protect Chandler Pond, Flagg Pond, and Bean Pond, as well as the Miller's Run
and other streams, from the adverse effects of commercial development. Further
residential development adjacent to these natural attributes should be minimal.
Adequate setbacks and minimum lot sizes should be regulated to protect these
natural features from any harm or deterioration.

Recommend that flood zones along the Miller's Run, the Lamoille River, and the
South Wheelock branch be identified and protected. The town recommends that
the state owned lands of Matthewson State Forest and the Steam Mill Brook
Wildlife Management Area be managed to protect these resources for public,
recreational, and educational uses. Adequate access to these areas should be
maintained.

Encourage best farm practices and best logging practices.

Strategies

Develop a plan to investigate the viability of moving the town garage and creating
a park for viewing of the falls.

Identify and inventory all historical markers and monuments, cemeteries, and
natural assets. Regulations should be adopted to protect these assets and the
areas that surround them.

Regulations should limit the size, kind, and scope of commercial development.
Where possible, such developments should be excluded from areas of primary
agricultural soils and encouraged where existing road access is good.
Wheelock includes a variety of unique and fragile natural areas such as
wetlands, cliffs, well-head protection zones, and areas where rare plants grow.
The town should identify, inventory, and protect these unique, rare, and/or
endangered species and habitats.

Wheelock's ponds and streams, vital to the wildlife and rural character of the
town, are for the benefit and enjoyment of the entire community. To protect
these areas, regulations should require adequate setbacks, and proper sewage

treatment.



e To encourage farming and other land practices that maintain or enhance the
agricultural potential of the land, the town recommends:
-- local tax relief plan for farmers.
-- the discouragement of development on primary agricultural soils.
-- cluster development.
-- use of the Current Use Program.
-- encouraging the Vermont Land Trust to purchase development rights.
e In order to maintain a healthy forest and forest industry in Wheelock, the town
would implement policies that will:
-- encourage the use of sound scientific harvesting and conservation methods,
including acceptable management practices for protecting water quality.
-- encourage loggers and forest owners to meet with county and local foresters
to determine sound management practices.
-- encourage landowners to think about the long-term health of the forest in
addition to the short-term economic gain from logging.
-- promote educational workshops on proper long-term forest management.

-- promote land conservation through the Forest Legacy Program.



Transportation

The Town of Wheelock maintains approximately 40 miles of public highways of which
one mile (under interstate bridges and a portion of the South Wheelock Road) is paved.

Interstate 91, which runs through the north end of Wheelock, is a major
connecting highway for cities in the northeastern United States and Quebec, Canada.
Exit 24 provides access to Wheelock and to State Highway 122. Exit 23 provides
access to South Wheelock and to the South Wheelock Road.

State Highway 16, running north-south, passes through northwest Wheelock for
about one mile. State Highway 122, running east-west for a mile and a half, passes
through the Village of Wheelock, connecting State Highway 5 north of Lyndonville with
State Highway 16 in Glover.

The only Class Il highway in Wheelock is the South Wheelock Road. Itis an
east-west road connecting State Highway 5 in Lyndon and State Highway 16 in
Greensboro Bend. South Wheelock Road traverses Wheelock for 6.15 miles. Just
under one mile is paved. The portion of the road that lies in Lyndon is entirely paved.
Class Il highways are designated by the selectboard and approved by the Vermont
State Highway Board.

Class Il highways are certified after consultation with the district highway
engineer. The minimum requirement for a Class Ill highway is that it be negotiable
during all seasons under normal conditions by standard pleasure cars; thus, such
highways must have sufficient surface and base, adequate drainage, and enough width
to allow winter maintenance. Wheelock has 22.01 miles of Class Il highways.

There are 19.35 miles of Class IV highways in Wheelock. The town has no legal
obligation to maintain these roads. Winter maintenance is marginal; most Class IV
roads are used as trails for hiking, skiing, hunting, biking, and snowmobiling.

The speed limit on any town street or highway cannot be higher than 35 mph.
Within the limits of the Village of Wheelock, the speed limit on State Highway 122 is 35
mph.

10



Other Transportation Infrastructure

Railroads
The only operational rail service is the state-owned Connecticut River Line. It

involves only freight service and its main yard is in St. Johnsbury, with a small siding in

Lyndonville.

Airports
The Caledonia Airport in Lyndonville serves the region’s general aviation and

charter needs. For national and international flights, most residents travel to Burlington,
Manchester, NH, and Boston, MA.

Cycling
Numerous gravel roads and trails offer a range of cycling adventures. State

Highway 122 is a major bike-tour roadway in the Northeast Kingdom.

ATV and Snowmobile Use
The Vermont Association of Snow Travelers (VAST) maintains many miles of

trails in Wheelock that connect to a major trail system. Town highways are open to the
operation of snowmobiles during the winter months. During the summer months, all-
terrain vehicles (ATVs) use portions of the VAST trails and some Class IV highways.

Most town highways are open to ATVSs.

Present conditions
e The selectboard is responsible for the road crew and the maintenance of the

roads.
e Access permit approval is required from the selectboard for any roadway or

driveway entering or exiting a town road.

11



The traffic flow on roads designed and built long ago has increased considerably
in recent years.

Most residents commute to work. Therefore, many vehicles are using the town
roads.

Requests to upgrade or downgrade roads are considered by the selectboard.
The use of ATVs and snowmobiles has increased.

Roads in Wheelock are generally well maintained.

Interstate 91, a major highway, continues into Canada.

Goals
The town wants to:

Improve Class Il roads to safely accommodate increased traffic flow.

Maintain the small-town atmosphere of Wheelock and keep taxes as low as
possible.

Balance the desires of those who use ATVs and snowmobiles for recreation with

the concerns of residents who may be disturbed by their use.

Strategies

Seek grants for ditch stabilization, road resurfacing, and erosion control.
Plan regular culvert inspections.

Encourage a study of traffic flow and parking for the Village of Wheelock,
particularly the Wheelock Village Store area.

Continue widening roads and ditching where most necessary.

Apply for grants and low-cost loans to repair or replace bridges as needed.
Consider resurfacing paved areas.

Conduct an impact study to assess ATV and snowmobile use.

12



Utilities and Facilities

Electricity

Wheelock is served by four utility companies, Central Vermont Public Service
Corporation (CVPS), Lyndonville Electric Department (LED), Vermont Electric Co-op
(VEC), and Washington Electric Co-op (WEC). In general, WEC covers about 47
percent of the town. LED covers about 40 percent of the town. VEC covers about 7

percent of the town. CVPS covers about 6 percent of the town.

Water and Sewer

There is one public water supply in Wheelock serving much of the village. The
original system was installed over 100 years ago and was maintained by the users on
the distribution line. The pipes were made of lead, coated with tar in and out, and
wrapped in burlap bags. Records show that in 1940 Steve Cree owned the water
system. After his death, two men named Little and Burrington took over the system,
creating L&B Water Company. In 1989 it became the Wheelock Water System.

The Wheelock Water System is currently owned, operated, and maintained by
Wheelock Fire District 1. Fire districts are eligible for state and federal grants to
improve and maintain the systems. This system underwent a major rebuilding project in
1992. There is a small area yet to be replaced.

This system provides an important service to village households. The operators
of the system have a special responsibility to ensure that there is plenty of safe drinking
water available.

The land around a public water supply is called a “well-head protection area” and
should be protected from land uses that might threaten the quality or amount of the
water. One well-head protection area is northeast of the village on Mathewson Hill.
Another well-head area exists around Chandler Pond in South Wheelock. A third is

Walden Springs on Bean Pond road.

13



Most of the drinking water for residents in the town is supplied by either a drilled

well or a dug spring. Well depths and water supply vary greatly. For example, in one

area of the town a well drilled to a depth of 350 feet only produces two gallons per

minute, while a well only a few hundred yards away, drilled 220 feet deep, produces 20

gallons per minute. A similar situation may occur with the dug springs.

All of Wheelock’s wastewater is handled by private on-site septic systems, which

depend on the type of soil present and require sufficient area for satisfactory operation

of the system. These systems typically consist of a 1,000 gallon septic tank and a leach

field. They are generally satisfactory when properly maintained. New house

construction sites and some reconstruction of existing housing must meet Vermont state

standards for septic system construction. These standards are more rigorous than in

the past and require engineering approval as well as alternate sites for leach fields.

Goals
The town would like to:

Maintain a sustainable supply of good quality drinking water.

Delineate the well-head protection areas and protect them from incompatible
land uses.

Eliminate pollution from poorly performing septic systems.

Ensure that rivers, streams, and ponds are not contaminated by nearby septic

systems.

Strategies

An emergency plan has been developed to supply water to the users of the
village and is on file at the town clerk’s office.

A second spring in the well-head protection area comprising the Village of
Wheelock has been located and could be developed, if needed.

The frequent testing of spring water is advisable.

14



Solid Waste

Present conditions

Wheelock is a member of the Northeast Kingdom Waste Management District
(NEKWMD) and works with the district to manage the solid and hazardous
wastes in accordance with the district’s solid waste implementation plan.
There is a transfer station that serves both Wheelock and Sheffield residents
located in the Village of Wheelock. The station accepts recyclables as well as
household waste and metal. At present, there is no per-bag or bulky-items
charge for Wheelock and Sheffield residents using the transfer station.
According to the NEKWMD 2006 annual report, the Wheelock and Sheffield
residents generated 656 tons of waste, of which 118 tons, or 18 percent, were
recycled. The State of Vermont's goals for per capita disposal (trash), and
diversion (recyclables), is 2.7 pounds per day. Wheelock and Sheffield residents
generate a total of 2.38 pounds per capita each day. The majority of residents

were satisfied with the solid waste disposal services.

Goals
The town would like to:

Increase recycling to 25 percent.
Reduce the amount of recyclable materials that enter the compactor.

Eliminate the outdoor burning of trash.

Strategies

Encourage and support the expansion of recycling programs at the Miller's Run
School.

Monitor and participate in the Northeast Kingdom Waste Management District's

planning and implementation of services.

15



e Work with the waste district to educate residents about the harmful effects of

illegal trash burning.

Child Care

Present condition
e Most of the child care in the town is provided by baby sitters. There are no

licensed child care providers within the town; however, there are several in
surrounding towns. The Umbrella web site includes a link to more information on

existing providers. http://www.umbrellavt.org/index.htm.

Goal
e The town wants to encourage the establishment of safe and affordable child care

by licensed providers in the town.

Town Hall, Town Clerk's Office, and Town Garage

The town clerk's office, in the town hall in Wheelock village, is open Monday
through Thursday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, or by appointment. The town is outgrowing the
present municipal office space. The Wheelock Town Hall has served as the town
office, public meeting space, and center of community activity since it was built in 1871.
In 1972, the town hall was moved to a site previously occupied by the Wheelock Hollow
Church. The two buildings had stood side by side for more than 80 years until the
church was demolished in 1961.

In 2006, the voters authorized the Town Hall Committee to explore an expansion
and renovation of the building to restore and adapt the building to meet requirements of

the Americans with Disabilities Act, to solve the moisture problems endangering the

16



town's records, and to make the best use of space. Wheelock voters appropriated
$10,000 for this planning work. The committee sought and received an architectural
and engineering planning grant funded by USDA Rural Development. The planning
grant paid for all of the design and architectural specifications to date.

A bond vote to approve funding of the renovations passed in January, 2007. A
second vote, in response to a citizens' petition, took place in April, 2007. The bond was
defeated. The selectboard is reconsidering the project.

The town garage is located in the Village of Wheelock on the bank of the Miller's
Run River. It currently houses the town trucks, grader, and one tanker for the fire
department. The building is aging and has a limited amount of space to house town

equipment. These have become issues that need to be addressed.

Present conditions
e The current municipal space for the town clerk’s office is limited and does not

meet the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

e The records kept in the town clerks office are at risk due to space limitation and
inadequate vault facilities.

e The current town garage is aging and has limited space for vehicles and

equipment.

Goal
The town would like to:

e Provide facilities (or a facility) with adequate space for the town clerk’s office and
the town garage while providing an environment that properly protects the town
records and meets the requirements of the American with Disabilities Act.

Strategies
e The town should explore options to address the stated goal.

17



Post Office

The post offices in the villages of Sheffield and Lyndonville serve the residents of

the town.

Cemeteries

There are six town cemeteries: the Old Village Cemetery, the Samuel Drown
Cemetery, the Shattuck Cemetery, the South Wheelock Cemetery, the Sulfur Springs
Cemetery, and the West Wheelock Cemetery. Only the Sulfur Springs Cemetery is still

selling burial plots.

Communications

Verizon is the sole operator of land-line telephone communications. Comcast
carries the only cable television service in Wheelock, along Route 122. Television and
broadband are also available through satellite dish networks. Digital satellite link
service is unavailable in Wheelock. Wireless Internet service broadband coverage is
available in some parts of Wheelock through the tower on Burke Mountain operated by
the Kingdom Connection. The expansion of cable service in the near future is unlikely.

Wheelock has one cell tower owned by Verizon. The placement of cell towers
and related infrastructure require careful consideration. These structures tend to be
highly visible, often located on mountaintops and ridgelines. The need for additional

communications facilities is projected to increase.

Present condition
e Wheelock has few communication options other than existing phone lines and

satellite dish networks.
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Goals
The town supports efforts to:

e Provide low-cost, high-speed Internet access.

e Provide consistent and reliable cell phone network coverage.

Strategy
e The town should develop a plan to govern communication tower construction,

considering siting, projected need, aesthetics, the location of other towers, and
so on. The town should work with neighboring towns and the State of Vermont to

provide high-speed Internet access.

Emergency Services

Fire

The towns of Sheffield and Wheelock are served by the Sheffield-Wheelock
volunteer fire department. The 2006 fire department budget was about $27,000. The
Town of Wheelock is responsible for one half of this budget amount. Operational cost
increases will cause this figure to rise. The fire department has received many grants in
past years totaling around $75,000. These funds have been used for equipment,
training, apparatus, and to pay for an addition to the South Wheelock station. The fire
department will continue to seek grant funding.

Plans for improvement of these services call for ongoing training, installing more
dry hydrants, equipment purchasing, and fire fighter recruitment and retention.

The Town of Wheelock owns the South Wheelock station on land with a life-long
lease. The station houses one engine, one tanker, and the remote rescue unit. The

Wheelock town garage also houses one tanker. The Sheffield fire station houses two
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engines; one is four-wheel drive. All fire department meetings take place at the
Sheffield station.
The fire department responded to 20 calls in 2006.

Emergency Medical Services

The Town of Wheelock receives all emergency medical services from Lyndon
Rescue, Inc., an organization funded by tax revenue and private contributions. The
town's costs are based on call volume. These will probably rise each year in response
to population increases and growth in recreation.

The fire department may increase their medical training so they may be first
responders ahead of the ambulance. Lyndon Rescue has three ambulances. If all
three are busy when Wheelock has a call, Calex ambulance will respond from Northeast

Vermont Regional Hospital in St. Johnsbury.

Police

The Vermont State Police covers all of Wheelock 24 hours a day 365 days a
year. The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department also monitors Wheelock for violations
involving fish, animal, and birds. The Caledonia County Sheriff's Department patrols

Wheelock part time.

Emergency Management

The Town of Wheelock has an emergency coordinator who is appointed by the
selectboard and an emergency shelter in the Miller's Run School. Wheelock's
emergency action plan has been recently revised and will be updated regularly. Most
town officials and all fire department personnel have taken the national incident
management course. The flood insurance program is projected to be completed in
2009. The town clerk’s office will also serve as the town’s emergency operations center
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or as an additional emergency shelter. Any disaster would be handled locally by fire
department personnel, the emergency coordinator, and selectboard. Larger incidents
would require regional resources, such as mutual aid and local emergency planning
commission. Large disasters could also involve Vermont Emergency Management,
National Guard, or Federal Emergency Management.

The town will continue to evaluate emergency plans and attempt to mitigate
problem areas.
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Medical Facilities

Northeastern Vermont Regional Hospital (NVRH), in St. Johnsbury, is the

regional medical facility serving Wheelock. Most residents travel to Lyndonville or St.

Johnsbury for their health care.

Present conditions

The towns of Wheelock and Sheffield share and staff a volunteer fire department.
South Wheelock houses one engine, one tanker, and a remote rescue unit, and
Sheffield houses two engines.

Lyndon Rescue, Inc., handles all emergency calls for the town.

The Vermont State Police provide service to the town.

The emergency shelter for the town is the Miller's Run School located in Sheffield
village.

The town garage houses one tanker.

Goals
The town wants to:

Increase the staff of the fire department.
Increase awareness of emergency services.
Provide adequate facilities for fire protection equipment currently housed at the

town garage.

Strategies

Start an information campaign to increase volunteerism.
Hold an open house at each fire station to increase awareness.
The selectboard and fire department should work together to explore options for

adequate housing of the tanker currently housed at the town garage.
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Energy Plan

The energy needs of the Town of Wheelock are now being met; however,
increasing energy use in existing homes, farms, and businesses, in addition to new

construction, will continue to increase the town’s requirements.

Residents are concerned about the rising costs—monetary, social, and
environmental—of energy. Those responding to the Planning Commission's survey
cited alternative energy as the number-one concern to be addressed in the town plan.
Survey results also showed that respondents were greatly in favor of the town's
promoting solar power and hydropower as alternative energy sources. Respondents
were divided on whether to promote large-scale wind power, although many residents

do support small-scale wind power projects.

Present conditions
e Many residents commute long distances to work and for pleasure. Many

residents use wood to heat their homes. Propane, gasoline, diesel, and fuel oil

are supplied by several private companies.

e Lyndonville Electric Department and Washington Electric Co-op are the two main
electric power suppliers. Vermont Electric Cooperative (formerly Citizen’s Energy
Services) and Central Vermont Public Service also provide electricity to some

residents.

e The Town of Wheelock heats three public buildings (not including Miller's Run
School, located in Sheffield).

e A few residents live off the grid entirely and a few others use some alternative
energy sources.

e A Massachusetts-based company, UPC Wind, wants to install several 420-foot

wind towers in neighboring Sheffield.
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Goal
e The town would like to reduce the use and cost of energy.

Strategies
e Promote energy efficiency in new building construction.

e Promote energy conservation through money-saving processes and incentives.

e Use the Public Service Board, Vermont Housing Authority, Northeast Kingdom
Community Action, and other state or federal agencies and programs to help
defray the costs of energy-efficient features in new buildings or for renovations to
existing buildings.

e Ensure that local regulations allow for small-scale alternative energy production.

e Promote patterns of land use that are likely to result in energy conservation, such
as building homes closer to local facilities to reduce travel and road maintenance.
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Housing

There are really two housing worlds in Vermont. In one world, the population can
afford the rapidly escalating costs of housing--these are the Vermonters who benefit
from prosperity generating high-quality jobs and an expanding real estate market. A
very different part of Vermont’s population has persistently low incomes and struggles to
find affordable, high-quality housing.

-- "Between a Rock and A Hard Place”, Vermont Housing Finance Agency, 2006

Population Characteristics and Distribution including Income and Employment

The Town of Wheelock experienced a decline in population over the past century
from a high of 964 residents in 1810 to a low of 238 residents in 1970. Since then, the
trend has been upward. The 2000 Census listed 621 residents in the town of
Wheelock. Vermont is experiencing a statewide change in demographics that would

project a gradual decline in population for the next ten years.

Demographic profiles for Wheelock

-- From the U.S Census Bureau, Census 2000:

Age Groups:
e under age 18 -- 25.9%;
e 18-24 yearsold -- 6.0%;
e 25-44 years old -- 28.0%;
e 45-64 years old -- 30.4%;
e 65o0rolder -- 9.7%.

Household by Type:
e Total households -- 238
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Families -- 179

-- with children under 18 -- 77
Married-couple family -- 153

--with children under 18 -- 61

Female householder, no husband -- 14
--with children under 18 -- 10

Non-family households -- 59

Householder living alone -- 46
Householder 65 or older -- 17

Households with individuals under 18 -- 86
Households with individuals over 65 -- 45
Average household size -- 2.61 persons

Average family size -- 2.96 persons

Income

Median household income -- $35,750.
Median family income -- $40, 625.
Below the poverty line

-- 4.9% of families

-- 8.2% of the population

Employment status of population over 16

In civilian labor force -- 322
Employed -- 296

Unemployed -- 26

Commuting to work -- 284

Class of worker

-- private wage and salary -- 67.9%

-- self-employed -- 18.2%
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-- government workers -- 13.9%

Existing and Projected Housing Needs

The number, type, and location of houses for all economic groups within the

municipality and region follow:

Census reports for housing units (includes seasonal):

2000 Census -- 321 units;
1990 Census -- 253 units;
1980 Census -- 175 units;
1970 Census -- 78 units.

2000 Census profile report for residences:

by structure:

Year structure built and number of structures:

Single-family units -- 182
Two-family unit -- 3
Three-family unit -- 0
Mobile homes -- 29

1999 to March 2000 -- 10
1990 — 1999 -- 78

1980 — 1989 -- 76

1970 -1979 -- 59

1960 — 1969 -- 29

1940 — 1959 -- not reported
1939 or earlier -- 73

The 2000 Census listed 238 households.

Two hundred nineteen were owner-

occupied homes while 19 were rental units. The average household size in an owner-
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occupied home was 2.57 persons. The average household size in renter-occupied
housing was 3.05 persons.

Forty seven percent of homeowners have resided in their homes since before 1989.

The average price of a single-family home sold in Wheelock in 2005 was $137,845.
This is below the average for Caledonia County ($145,118) and significantly below the
average for Vermont ($231,968).

The Vermont Department of Housing and Community Affairs housing policy states
that housing is deemed affordable when the total cost of housing accounts for no more
than 30% of the income of a household earning no more than 80% of the median county
income. The median household income for Caledonia County in 1999 was $34,800.

Eighty percent of that figure is $27,840.

Thirty percent of that figure would be $8352 or $700 per month.

Median monthly owner costs with a mortgage in Wheelock were projected to be $758

per month in 2005.

Existing and estimated patterns and rates of growth in the various land use

classifications.

Wheelock remains a community made up almost entirely of single-family
dwellings with some seasonal homes and hunting camps in the more remote areas.
There are mobile homes in a variety of conditions scattered throughout the town.
Homeownership costs for 2005 were based on the 14 properties sold that year. The
average price for a single-family home was $137,845, representing a significant
increase over previous averages: 2004, $117,750; 2002, $77,780; 2000, $73,000;
1995, $82,625.

A homeowner's median monthly mortgage figure was $758 in 2005. Without a
mortgage, median homeownership costs were $240 a month.

The median value of owner-occupied housing units in the Town of Wheelock in
2000, $82,500, was below the median value for the county and state. The median value
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of mobile homes in the Town of Wheelock in 2000 was above the county and state
median, but this may be due to the acreage and land value.

There is no industry or other source of employment in the Town of Wheelock that
drives a need for housing. The issue for Wheelock will be the cost of providing services
for any additional growth in population or change in service needs.

As home prices and rents escalate at a rate much higher than Vermonter’'s wages,
housing becomes less and less affordable for more and more people.
-- Vermont Housing Finance Agency

Goals
The town anticipates that:

¢ Wheelock will continue to be viewed as desirable for people of all income levels.
e Any future development will not negatively affect the tax rate and will support any
resulting increase in the need for services.

e Wheelock will maintain its rural character.

Strategies
e Monitor the need for housing for low-income and elderly residents.

e Preserve historic buildings as an important part of the town’s heritage.

e Encourage housing that conserves energy, provides for efficient delivery of public
services, and minimizes negative impacts on agriculture, forestry, wildlife, and
the rural character of the land.

e Establish practical regulations to encourage the development of safe, high-quality
housing that will improve the character of the community.

e Require planned developments to provide their own services.
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Education

The Town of Wheelock has a unique history related to education. The town's land
was originally given in trust for the use and benefit of Dartmouth College and Moor
Charity School and was consequently exempt from state taxes. Residents paid rent to
the trustees for the support of the two schools. Although this relationship no longer
exists, in recognition of the town's early support, eligible sons and daughters of
Wheelock have the opportunity to attend Dartmouth College on a Wheelock
Scholarship, which covers the cost of tuition.

In 1802, the voters decided to raise $200 in the form of grain, butter, corn, cheese,
beef, and pork to hire a school teacher for that year. By 1890, the Town of Wheelock
had nine school districts, each with a schoolhouse. Today, three of these old
schoolhouses remain. The Chandler Schoolhouse and Red Schoolhouse have been
converted into dwellings, and the McGovern (Mountain) Schoolhouse serves as a
hunting camp.

In 1971, the towns of Wheelock and Sheffield established Unified School District 37
(UD#37). This cooperative relationship continues. Each town has three members on
the school board.

Students from Wheelock and Sheffield attend preschool through 8" grade at the
Miller's Run School in the Town of Sheffield. There is no public high school. Lyndon
Institute, a private school, is the designated high school for UD#37. Wheelock residents
of high school age are also currently enrolled at St. Johnsbury Academy, the East Burke
School, and the Caledonia School. Some students have also attended high school at
Hazen Union in Hardwick and Lake Region Union in Orleans.

Vocational education programs are available at Lyndon Institute and St. Johnsbury
Academy, which is the regional technical center. Some families assume responsibility
for educating their children through state-approved home-schooling programs or
through private education. Cornerstone (The Fold) is a small, faith-based, residential

school for youth in South Wheelock.
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The UD#37 School Board contracts with a private bus company to transport
elementary school students to Miller's Run School. There is no provision for
transportation for high school students. Comments made in response to the survey
suggest a need for transportation for some students enrolled in high school and pre-
school and who take part in after-school activities.

Originally built in 1975, Miller's Run School saw major reconstruction in 2000-2001,
which increased the size of the school from 8000 square feet to 27,000 square feet.
The facility allows for one classroom per grade level. The school can meet the needs of
current and increased enroliment as long as any increases are spread out across the
grade levels. The $3 million bond for the 2000-2001 construction costs will not be paid
off until the year 2019.

The population of the Town of Wheelock and student enroliment both increased from
1970 to 1995. Since 1995, however, there has been a gradual decline in student
enrollment. The State of Vermont projects a significant decline in the population of
persons under age 18 in the next 10 years. Forty-five percent of the student population
is eligible for free or reduced lunch. About 8% are eligible for special education
services.

The Strategic Plan prepared by the Miller's Run School Board in 1999 stated,
"Miller's Run School is striving for excellence with clearly articulated expectations and
quality performance, by promoting standards based instruction and recognizing multiple
intelligences. The school wishes to take a prominent position in the community by
providing a safe, warm environment that supports the learning of children, their parents
and the greater community while encouraging life long learning and healthy choices.”

The approved budget for Unified School District 37 for the 2007-2008 school year is
$2,907,462. While student population is declining, the school budget and the school tax
rate are increasing. The average cost per pupil for FY 2006 was $9115.00.

The Keniston and Dane Educational Fund, managed by the Sheffield and Wheelock
selectboards, was established by Marion Dane and Harry Keniston to benefit qualified
college students and qualified endeavors of Miller's Run School. Thirty college students
from Wheelock were recipients of Keniston-Dane awards in 2005.

There are few adult educational opportunities in the town.
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Goals
The town supports efforts to:

Strive for educational excellence while giving consideration to the financial ability

of the community to support the program.

Plan and regulate growth so as not to stress the educational facility and its
programs and resources.

Promote community literacy.

Support school choice at the high school level.

Recognize and provide for multiple intelligences by improving programming in
athletics, music, and art.

Expand adult education opportunities at the Miller's Run School, Lyndon State
College, Hardwick Community Learning Center, and the Community College of

Vermont in St. Johnsbury

Strategy

The Planning Committee will share results and comments from its survey with

school board members.
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Adjacent Communities

Wheelock is bordered by six towns: Sheffield, Greensboro, Stannard, Danville,
Lyndonville, and Sutton. Lyndonville is the largest, with a somewhat more urban

environment. The other five towns, like Wheelock, are smaller and more rural.

The Town of Wheelock has reciprocal relationships with adjacent communities.
Wheelock provides some jobs, housing, solid waste transfer facilities, and recreational
opportunities, while adjacent communities provide jobs, medical services, places to
shop, and educational facilities. Because the Town of Wheelock does not have police
or ambulance services, it relies on surrounding towns to fill these needs. The seven
communities have agreed to work together to provide mutual aid in case of fires and
emergencies. The issues of job availability, housing costs, and affordable education
extend beyond Wheelock’s borders and are concerns in all of the surrounding

communities.

Present conditions

Sheffield Town Plan: 1/7/84 Zoning Bylaw: No

Because Sheffield and Wheelock share many municipal functions, maintaining open
communication will promote awareness of any issues that may affect the residents of
Wheelock.

Wheelock shares educational responsibilities with Sheffield through Miller's Run
School, a pre-K through grade 8 elementary school in Sheffield. School directors from
each town make up the UD#37 School Board that oversees Miller's Run School.
Sheffield and Wheelock have a combined volunteer fire department. Each town
provides equipment and a building, and volunteer members from each town meet
regularly. The Sheffield/Wheelock Volunteer Fire Department provides mutual aid to

surrounding towns in case of fire and emergencies.
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Wheelock and Sheffield work together to handle solid waste. The transfer station that
serves both towns is located in Wheelock, and the towns’ select boards meet during the
year to discuss its operation.

The towns’ selectboards also meet to discuss the Keniston and Dane Fund, which
serves resident students pursuing post-secondary education.

Where maintenance concerns involve shared facilities, like the transfer station and
Miller's Run School, and in areas where roads connect the towns, Sheffield and
Wheelock have an informal agreement to share the road maintenance.

The boundary between Wheelock and Sheffield is dominated by low density housing
and State Land. Development pressures on both towns in these areas are limited by
the remoteness of the area and the lack of a road network. There are no indications

that development pressures will increase within the next ten years.

Greensboro Town Plan: 4/11/07 Zoning Bylaw: 8/7/96

Greensboro’s Town Plan supports Wheelock’s vision of open communication.
Greensboro's plan supports regional economic development to benefit concerned
communities. Greensboro plans to establish a relationship with neighboring
communities that addresses areas of mutual interest while developing goals with mutual
benefits. Greensboro plans to encourage various boards and planning bodies in the
town to cooperate and exchange information with their counterparts in neighboring
communities. Greensboro and Wheelock have an informal agreement to share the road
maintenance in areas where roads connect the towns.

Vermont Route 16 runs along the Sheffield boundary and at one point into the town
of Wheelock. Most of this area is forested, farmed, or in low density residential housing.
No imminent development pressures are noted in either town along the boundary, but
the presence of the agricultural land and access allowed by Vermont Route 16 could
promote development opportunities. The town of Wheelock should work in close
association with Greensboro to monitor development and plan appropriately for its

impact.
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Stannard Town Plan: 9/26/05 Zoning Bylaw: 6/3/06

One of the objectives of Stannard’s Town Plan is to foster regional cooperation.
As a small town, Stannard is sensitive to the activities of its larger neighbors.
Stannard's plan emphasizes Stannard's long-term policy of cooperating with regional
and statewide groups in areas of mutual concern. Stannard and Wheelock have an
informal agreement to share the road maintenance in areas where roads connect the
towns.

The boundary between Wheelock and Stannard is dominated by low density
housing and State Land. Development pressures on both towns in these areas are
limited by the remoteness of the area and the lack of a road network. There are no

indications that development pressures will increase within the next ten years.

Danville  Town Plan: 12/8/05 Zoning Bylaw: 3/5/85

Danville’s Town Plan contains elements that describe the town's approach to
relationships with adjacent towns. The plan supports retaining Danville's small town
character. The plan supports the preservation of farm and forest resources, natural
features, historic landmarks, and wildlife habitats so that they may be available to all
residents of the region.

The boundary between Wheelock and Danville is dominated by low to medium
density housing. Development pressures on both towns in these areas are limited by
the remoteness of the area and the lack of a road network. There are no indications

that development pressures will increase within the next ten years.

Lyndon Town Plan: 7/13/99 Zoning Bylaw: 4/16/03

Lyndonville’s town government structure is more urban. The town holds regular

zoning board meetings that are open to the public. Wheelock residents may attend



these meetings to monitor issues of concern. Decisions reached during these meetings
are announced in the local newspaper. Although Lyndon Institute is the designated
secondary school for Wheelock, students may attend other secondary schools with the
approval of the UD#37 School Board.

The Lyndon town line remains the busiest border for the residents of Wheelock.
Vermont Route 122 and the South Wheelock road are the main transportation corridors
to access shopping and work related transportation needs. This area in the Town of
Wheelock also contains the highest density of housing. Even with these facts, this area
is still quite rural and forested. No significant development pressures are anticipated.
However, close contact with the Lyndon Planning and Zoning Commissions should be
maintained in order to best address any development issues that may develop over

time.

Sutton Town Plan: 8/23/05 Zoning Bylaw: 8/23/05 Regional Approval: 12/14/06

Sutton has recently approved a town plan and bylaws. The Town of Wheelock
supports an open and positive relationship with the Town of Sutton to ensure a
cooperative recognition of their plan's intentions and features.

The boundary between Wheelock and Sutton is very remote. Mathewson State
Forest makes up over 90 percent of the boundary on the Wheelock side. No significant
development is anticipated in this area.

Goals
The town intends to:

e Maintain a positive relationship with adjacent towns.

e Communicate openly with neighboring communities to help maintain the quality
of life that is important to all of the residents of the area.

e Make village centers the focal points of each community.

e Ensure that new development is compatible with the existing land use and with
the local plan.
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Strategies

Wheelock, like its neighboring towns, is a rural community. The town hopes to
maintain its beneficial rural attributes as Wheelock continues to grow.

Formal and informal agreements with adjacent communities (concerning
municipal functions, schools, churches, clubs, departments, boards) should be
continued. These agreements must be continually monitored by the selectboard
and other town boards to ensure that the relationship between the communities
remains positive.

Open communication with neighboring communities must be maintained so that
the residents of Wheelock will be aware of any changes that may affect

Wheelock's goals.
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There were so many comments that came back with the survey, that to print them here would
significantly increase the size of this document. A complete list of all the comments as well as
replies to questions 6, 9, 16, 27, and 28 on the survey is available from the Town Clerks Office.

WHEELOCK PLANNING COMMISSION 2006 SURVEY

1. Should new growth be encouraged in Wheelock ? 117 YES 91 NO
2. Should the Town plan where new growth occurs? 157 YES 56 NO

3. Should we coordinate our planning efforts with adjoining towns to avoid conflicts
over future growth and development? 159 YES 52 NO

4. What types of growth would you like to see in Wheelock in the next five years?
CHECK COLUMN FOR EACH

Remain
Increase  Same  Decrease
Agricultural activity . . . . . . . . . 134 70 1
Commercial . . . . . .. ... ... b4 110 31
Communications towers . . . . . . . . 95 75 25
Elderly housing . . . . . . . . . . . 93 104 8
Housing . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 63 117 21
Industry . . . . . . . . . . . ... 56 102 43
Low income housing . . . . . . . . . 34 102 60
Mobile homeparks . . . . . . . . . . 10 77 112
Motels, Inns,B&Bs . . . . . . . . . 74 109 19
Professional home based business . . . . 115 82 5
Shopping facilities . . . . . . . . . . 67 109 25
Vacation homes/ camps . . . . . . . . 68 113 25

5. Should steps be taken to identify and preserve Wheelock’s historical assets?
198 YES 20 NO

6. Are there specific historic properties or places in Wheelock which you believe
should be preserved? List them __List available from Town Clerk____

7. A growth limiting policy establishes the number of residential units that can be built
in town each year. Are you in favor of the Planning Commission adopting such a policy?
110 YES 104 NO

8. Should planned developments that provide their own services (water, sewer, roads,
etc.) be encouraged? 134 YES 76 NO

9. Name any natural resource or open space where you think development should
be severely limited. List available from Town Clerk
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10. Would you favor prohibiting certain land uses (industrial, commercial, residential,
etc.) in some areas of town while allowing them in other areas?
144 YES 61 NO
11. Would you favor requiring minimum lot sizes on which to build?
144 YES 72 NO

12. To better plan for future development, should the Town take steps to address the
following:

the creation of long, narrow lots 96 YES 99 NO
how close to the road any building could be located 167 YES 48 NO
how close any building could be located to side & rear lot lines

152 YES 56 NO
the number of dwelling units that could be built in any given year

109 YES 100 NO

clear cutting timber 141 YES 68 NO
communication towers 151 YES 52 NO
wind generators 147 YES 57 NO
13. Would you favor adoption of a zoning bylaw? 100 YES 109 NO

14. How concerned are you about the following natural resources?
CHECK COLUMN FOR EACH -Very Concerned Concerned Not Concerned

Forestland . . . . . . . . . 119 70 22
Openland . . . . . . . .. 113 70 28
Scenicbeauty . . . . . . . . 121 69 21
Surface and ground water . . . 125 71 14
Wetlands . . . . . . . . . . 106 73 32
Wildlife resources . . . . . . 123 71 16

15. Are you satisfied with the education and facilities provided to Wheelock students by
the high schools they attend? 146 YES 21 NO

16. Are you satisfied with the education and facilities provided to Wheelock students by
Miller’s Run School? 130 YES 33 NO
Do you have recommendations for additional community services to be provided
at Miller’s Run School?
For children List available from Town Clerk

For adults List available from Town Clerk

17. Do Wheelock residents have ample opportunities for adult education?
106 YES 37 NO
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18. Do you support the right of Wheelock residents to choose which high school their
children attend ? 188 YES 21 NO
Do you support school choice for elementary school?

133 YES 72 NO
19. Should the town assume maintenance of roads serving new developments if such
roads have been built to town standards? 154 YES 56 NO

20. Should Wheelock institute a Capital Program and Budget (long range financial
planning for the increased demand for town services, schools, roads, etc) as a
result of growth in Wheelock? 160 YES 53 NO

21. Check what you consider to be the FIVE most important issues for the Planning
Commission to address in revising the Wheelock Town Plan?

15- Adjacent Communities 84- Alternative Energy

68- Agriculture 51- Emergency Medical Service
70- Economic Development 64- Education

75- Fire Protection 64- Forests

45- Housing 91- Land Use

49- Municipal Services 62- Natural Areas

31- Noise Disturbances 45-Police Protection

40- Recreation 58- Pollution

33- Solid Waste 33- Sewage Disposal Systems
46- Water Supply 29- Transportation

22. How satisfied are you with the current level of municipal services?

CHECK COLUMN FOR EACH Very Satisfied Satisfied Unsatisfied

Animal Control . . . . . . . . . . 28 120 36
Emergency Response . . . . . . . 39 137 3
Fire Protection . . . . . . . . . . 47 136 4
Health Services . . . . . . . . . . 23 136 13
Officeof TownClerk . . . . . . . 67 122 10
Police Protection . . . . . . . . . 26 119 30
Recreation Facilities . . . . . . . . 9 105 52
Road Maintenance . . . . . . . . 46 119 32
School . . . . . . . . . . ... 28 127 25
Solid Waste Disposal . . . . . . . 41 129 8
Useof TownHall . . . . . . . . . 46 130 8

23. Are Town facilities conveniently located to serve the needs of the community?
174 YES 16 NO

24. Should the Town acquire more land to meet future needs? 76 YES 111 NO
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25. Are you in favor of increased safety regulation and/or enforcement in the following

areas?
Animal control 126 YES 74 NO
Drugs 160 YES 41 NO
Four wheeler and ATV use 151 YES 62 NO
Junk yards/ junk in yards 164 YES 46 NO
Noise 104 YES 88 NO
Speeding 152 YES 44 NO
Traffic congestion 66 YES 116 NO
Theft 156 YES 41 NO
Vandalism 158 YES 41 NO
26. Should the Town ACTIVELY PROMOTE the development of renewable energy

resources?

Solar 174 YES 29 NO

Hydro 146 YES 52 NO

Wind 118 YES 84 NO

27. List two visions or hopes you have related to future growth and development in Wheelock?
List available from Town Clerk

28. List two concerns you have related to future growth and development in Wheelock?
List available from Town Clerk

29. How do you feel about the rate of growth in Wheelock?
1. Too rapid 2. Justright 3. Too slow
92 130 13
30. Volunteerism seems on the decline in Wheelock. Is this a concern to you?
122 YES 67 NO

Please provide the following demographic information:

Your age 1 18-24 13_25-34 31 35-44 97_45-60 73_over 60
Areyou a 123 resident taxpayer 87 non-resident taxpayer
_0_renter 11 blank

How long have you lived in Wheelock?
How long have you owned property in Wheelock?
In what Town do you work? _ List available from Town Clerk

THANK YOU. PLEASE RETURN THE SURVEY BY AUGUST 20, 2006 TO:
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